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1 March 2016  

 

Dear Parents 

 

I discovered this week that a greetings card that can play the tune of Happy Birthday has more 

computing power than existed in the whole world in 1950 which reminded me that children now have 

access to such rich resources in their personal devices and in the classroom that one of our greatest 

challenges is to help them to develop strong values in relation to when and how they access the 

technology.  A simple ban on the campus is our prevailing expectation, but I would be the first to accept 

that access to calendar and organiser functions, the School App and time checks are all legitimate 

every day uses in ‘the real world’ and we are keen to fulfil our responsibility to ensure that they are 

ready for the challenges that it presents.   

 

You will, I hope, have read the inspection report by now and will understand why we have been so keen 

to share its content with you at the earliest opportunity.  The pupils were absolutely central to the 

quality judgements in the inspection findings. 

 

Whilst I would appreciate your support in encouraging your children to respect the prevailing rules for 

the use of personal devices, the time has come for us to look closely at our regulation of their use.  My 

hope is that we will be developing an adapted policy over the course of the summer term ready for the 

new academic year.  There will, however, be no detriment to the traditional values of the School, just a 

clarification of the rules of engagement. 

 

Last week I had the pleasure of attending ‘The Musicians’ play performed by members of the Fourth 

Form as part of a national theatre project for schools.  It was performed by a large ensemble with 

consistent energy, enthusiasm and no shortage of technical expertise.  I have sat through many school 

productions over the last twenty years and it has taken a place alongside my all-time favourites. 

 

On Saturday, I had the great pleasure of watching one of the best semi-final performances I have seen 

in any sport.  Whitgift School presented a serious challenge to our status as reigning champions in the 

rugby but the boys produced a clinical, skilful and almost error-free first half to remove any tension for 

the large and supportive Bromsgrove crowd.  Semi-finals rarely make for pleasurable viewing.  This was 

a notable exception and it is to the credit of the boys that they were able to execute the performance as 

well as they did.  All this means that we are set for another appearance in a Twickenham Final.  We 

should savour every moment once again since we cannot take it for granted and there has been an 

incredible amount of commitment and hard work from the squad members to achieve this national 

recognition. 

 

Mr Mullan has written a letter to accompany mine this week which explains the arrangements that we 

are planning for the final on March 16th.  This presents a clash with the planned date for the ever-

popular Pop and Jazz concert.  We are looking to work around this and will confirm arrangements as 

soon as possible but I should note that we are considering finding a new date in the summer as our 

preferred option at this stage. 

 

We also enjoyed a wonderful Eucharist Service that was presided over by our Chaplain and, once again, 

the Chapel was a wonderful setting for one of our formal acts of collective worship. 

 

 

 

Last night, the Futures Department hosted a networking evening during which the senior pupils were 

able to spend time with Old Bromsgrovians who are now working in a diverse range of careers.  I was 
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delighted that the OBs were treated to a packed house attendance from the pupils which is testament 

to their commitment to researching their future career options to the highest possible degree.  We have 

also hosted talks from the Stroke Association and from a current pilot for one of the major airlines in 

just the last week. 

 

Our programme of academic trips and talks has featured a trip to the Morgan Motor Company, Malvern 

and to Jaguar Manufacturing for the Design-Technology students, a trip to Parliament for the Politics 

students and a talk to the Fourth Form from scientist Dr Matt Pritchard. 

 

We are on the cusp of the Sweeney Todd performances next week and the sense of excitement is 

growing within the School community. It promises to be a wonderful show. Tickets are on sale online 

direct from the Artrix Theatre.  We are also looking forward to a Chinese concert on Saturday that is 

organised by the pupils for the pupils. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to remind you that the Lower Sixth Parent Evening is scheduled for 

March 14th and to confirm that grades will actually be published next week rather than this week as 

planned. 

 

A wonderful week, once again, and there is much to look forward to next week. 

 

Best wishes, 

 
Jeremy Hallows  

Head of Senior School  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


